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We hope you enjoy the East 
Valley Institute of Technology’s 
revamped monthly school 
newsletter, “We are EVIT.”

EVIT has been recognized over 
the years as an A+ School, 
Best Public School, a national 
model for Career and Technical 
Education, and “learning that 
works” by TIME magazine. Such 
success is only possible when all 
stakeholders pull together as a 
team.

And EVIT is one phenomenal 
team.

We are teachers, support staff, business partners, volunteers and 
leaders who are committed to a school that prepares young people for 
college, career and life. We are school districts and charter schools and 
home schools who value career education for every student. We are 
parents who see the difference it makes when our children attend a 
school where they want to be. We are alumni living our dream because 
we attended EVIT. 

Most of all, we are students with a passion – such as radio, cooking, 
hair styling, cars, fashion, welding, health – and the focus and drive 
to turn that passion into a career. We are the builders, the artists, the 
caregivers, the engineers, the problem-solvers.

We are the thinkers and doers in the real prep school for the real world.

We are EVIT.

Tara Tingley is the photographer of the photo 
used for the cover of the first “We Are EVIT” 
school newsletter. She is a second-year EVIT 
Multimedia student, who attends Corona del 
Sol as a senior. 
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UPCOMING
events

• Sept. 30, 8:20 a.m. to 2 p.m.
 Fall Blood Drive, Main Campus
• Oct. 6-10
 October Break, no school
• Oct. 13, 5:30 p.m.
 Governing board meeting, Main Campus
• Oct. 25, 8-11 a.m.
 EVIT Boot Camp, Main Campus
• Nov. 5, 7-9 a.m.
 EVIT Foundation Breakfast fundraiser, 
 Main Campus

4 Find out what’s new in the 
2014-15 school year. 

5 Go Green Fashion Show
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9 Steve-O visits The Pulse
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evit off to great start in 2014-15
The East Valley Institute of Technology has started the new school year with a record 
high enrollment – more than 4,000 students – and several new programs and initiatives.

Our new restaurant, Bistro 13, has opened just east of the Dr. A. Keith Crandell (Main) Campus in Mesa. 
The menu features global cuisine prepared by EVIT Culinary students, including  “Dr. D’s Mac & Cheese with 
Smoked Chicken.” The restaurant is under the direction of Chef Joe Kalfus and is the result of a combined effort 
by many EVIT programs, including Culinary, Interior Design, Welding, HVAC, and Construction.

The inaugural class of EVIT’s new Future Engineers program is under way at the East Campus. Future Engineers 
is based on the rigorous and innovative Infinity curriculum from Southern Methodist University. The students 
in Future Engineers have the opportunity to do hands-on experiments and activities at ASU Polytechnic. EVIT 
thanks ASU President Michael Crow and Intel for their support!

EVIT is continuing to work on three major goals to maintain the high quality of our programs:  Having college 
credit available in every program, working with districts and charter schools to have more of our programs 
serve as embedded high school credits, and making sure that every EVIT program leads to a third-party 
certification or license so our students leave with a portable credential. Those are the true measures of success 
for any CTE program.

Twelve EVIT programs now offer dual enrollment college credit:  3D Animation, Early Childhood Education, 
Fire Science, Multimedia Technologies, Radio/Audio Production, Video Production, Information Technology 
& Engineering Careers (iTEC), Culinary Arts & Commercial Baking, Automotive Technologies, Aviation, Law 
Enforcement, and Fashion, Interiors & Textiles.

main story • we are evit
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in pictures • we are evit

gogreen
fashion show

On Tues., Sept. 9, EVIT Fashion, Interiors and Textiles - FIT students used everyday materials (soda cans, paper 
towels, etc.) to design & create wearable garments and decor.
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Harleyann Fones
Harleyann, 17, attends Queen Creek High School and is enrolled in 
the Nursing Assistant program at EVIT’s East Campus.

Q:  Why did you decide to enroll at EVIT?
A:  I wanted to get a jump-start on my career ... and I thought, 
“Why spend money on it when I can get it (at EVIT) free?”

Q:  What’s your ultimate goal?
A:  I want to get a BSN in nursing and be a registered nurse in 
an ER. I’m going to go to CAC (Central Arizona College) and then 
transfer to Grand Canyon University.

Q:  What do you like about EVIT?
A:  The environment. It’s smaller at the East Campus and we’re 
really close-knit. It’s not like my high school. Everyone wants to be 
here.

Q:  What do you do in your spare time when you’re not in school?
A:  I teach kids to swim at Aqua Tots.

Q:  Tell me about your family. Do you have siblings?
A:  I have three younger brothers. The 13-year-old wants to go to 
EVIT’s EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) program.

EVIT is the real prep school for students with a passion – such as 
radio, hair styling, cars, fashion, welding, health – and the focus 
and drive to turn that passion into a career. We learn with purpose 
and through practice. We imagine, create, and trouble-shoot. We 
are the builders, the artists, the caregivers, the engineers, the 
protectors. 

We are EVIT.
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Buy a gourmet breakfast, 
help an EVIT student

Every year, the EVIT Education Foundation 
hosts a gourmet breakfast to raise money 
to help low-income students pay their 
program fees. Last year’s breakfast raised 
more than $60,000 and helped nearly 200 
students.

This year’s breakfast is 7-9 a.m. Nov. 5 in 
the Culinary Banquet Hall on the Dr. A. Keith 
Crandell (Main) Campus, 1601 W. Main St., 
Mesa. Individual tickets can be purchased 
for $125 each (90 percent tax-deductible). 
Table sponsorships range from $1,500 to 
$10,000.

For more information or to reserve a seat, 
contact Kona Purcell at (480) 461-4114 or 
kpurcell@evit.com. Or, register online at 
www.evit.com/evitef.

neil barna: ‘evit is the best kept secret in arizona’

EVIT has no greater fan than Neil Barna, senior vice president of Meridian 
Bank. For about 13 years, he has served on the EVIT Education Foundation 
Board, lending his time and expertise to a program that provides 
scholarships to help pay students’ fees.

“Gosh, I believe that my first year was 2001. I’ve had so much fun that I 
cannot recall when I joined the board,” Barna said. “The reason I continue 
to serve is because of one Dr. Sally Downey. Her passion for EVIT is 
contagious.”

Barna points to Superintendent 
Downey’s leadership and the 
EVIT students as the school’s 
greatest strengths.

“In the time that I have been 
on the foundation board, her 

ability to create partnerships with business and industry has set 
EVIT apart,” he said. “Students come to EVIT on a mission. And 
when you combine a motivated student with a motivated leader, 
all of a sudden the opportunities seem without bounds.”

An accountant by education and banker by trade, Barna served as 
president of a number of banks in Iowa and Arizona between 1979 
and 2009. He was founding president and CEO of Mesa Bank in 
1998 before selling the bank to Capitol Bancorp in 2002. As senior 
vice president at Meridian Bank, he currently operates out of 
Meridian’s Gilbert office.

Meridian Bank sponsors a table at the annual EVIT Foundation 
fund-raising breakfast. 

“EVIT is the best kept secret in Arizona … I am always amazed 
at how many folks in attendance (at the breakfast) come up to 
me and tell me that they didn’t realize the depth and breadth of the success stories that start with an EVIT 
education,” Barna said. “I am truly an EVIT fan!”
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osteve
on the pulse

in pictures • we are evit

On Thurs., Sept. 11, entertainer Steve-O stopped by Teen Pulse Radio/Pulseradio.fm studios.
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opens, expands experience 
for culinary students

Culinary Arts students at the East Valley Institute of Technology 
are getting practical, first-hand experience in operating their 
own restaurant – the new Bistro 13.
 
Located next-door to EVIT’s Dr. A. Keith Crandell (Main) Campus 
at 1353 W. Main Street in Mesa, Bistro 13 features global cuisine 
such as a Thai Grilled Mahi Mahi Sandwich and Southwest 
Chipotle Ranch Salad, a variety of soups, desserts and breads 
baked by EVIT’s commercial baking program, and iced coffee and 
assorted drinks.
 
Chef Joe Kalfus is the instructor in charge of Bistro 13. He said the 
restaurant will expand educational and professional opportunities 
for EVIT’s culinary students, which already include hands-on 
experience in the campus banquet hall and internships. He also 
stressed that Bistro 13 is a classroom first and a business second.
 
“It’s a classroom that happens to have customers coming in,” he 
said. “Our vision is that we want Bistro 13 to be an enhancement 
of what we’re already doing so that our students will get 
restaurant, as well as banquet and catering, experience.”
 
The restaurant serves a lunch menu from 10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., Tuesday through Friday. Kalfus said the 
schedule may change for the spring semester.  By next summer, he would like to see Bistro 13 open five days a 
week for breakfast and lunch.
 
“We want to be able to adapt and evolve,” he said.
 
While the cuisine is “global,” there are some more traditional items too – but with an EVIT twist. The “Bistro 
13 Burger” is two quarter-pound patties of choice meat ground in-house, grilled, finished with herb butter and 
garnished with house pickled cucumber, lettuce, tomato and onion. “Dr. D’s Mac and Cheese” features pasta 
and house-smoked chicken in a roasted pepper cheese sauce.
 
“The menu items fit well in the marketplace and are educational too,” Kalfus said. “These menu items are 
there for a reason: They’re putting what’s being taught in Culinary into a context.”
 
EVIT classes are normally 8 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. and noon to 2:30 p.m.  An additional block – 10:45 a.m. to 1:15 
p.m. has been added for some Culinary students who are working in Bistro 13, Kalfus said. Additional Culinary 
students will also rotate through Bistro 13 so they can get restaurant experience too.
 

bistro 13
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The East Valley Institute of Technology will host an EVIT Boot Camp for high school freshmen, sophomores and 
juniors from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 25 at the Main Campus, 1601 W. Main St., Mesa.  This FREE event 
is for students who are interested in learning more about EVIT programs.  During Boot Camp, they take an 
actual class and get to experience what a day in that class would be like.

The following programs will offer classes during Boot Camp:  3D Animation; Automotive Technologies; Collision 
Repair; Construction; Cosmetology; Culinary Arts; Early Childhood Education; Fashion, Interiors & Textiles; Fire 
Science; Heating, Ventilation & Air Conditioning; Information, Technology & Engineering Careers (iTEC); Law 
Enforcement; Multimedia Technologies; Precision Machining Technology; Radio/Audio Production;  EVIT School 
of Health Sciences (includes Dental Careers, Emergency Medical Technician, Human Anatomy & Physiology for 
Medical Careers, Massage Therapy, Medical Assistant, Nursing Assistant, Pharmacy Technician, and Physical 
Therapy Technician); Video Production; and Welding.

Students should register ASAP because space is limited. For more information about EVIT Boot Camp, contact 
Dr. Melissa Valenzuela at (480) 461-4153 or mvalenzuela@evit.com.

We want YOU! Registration open for EVIT Boot Camp

“There’s a place for everybody” in the culinary industry, Kalfus said. “I’m excited about Bistro 13 giving our 
students more options and serving the community.”
 
Superintendent Sally Downey said Bistro 13 promotes culinary 
education while contributing to the Mesa community.

After purchasing the old Fazoli’s building, which had sat vacant for 
years in west Mesa, EVIT cleaned up the property and remodeled 
it. In fact, students in five EVIT programs – Culinary, Interior Design, 
Welding, HVAC and Construction – worked on the renovation.  The 
interior features bright colors in gold, teal and red. Each table design 
centers on a different country to help carry through the “global 
cuisine” theme.
 
As part of its contribution to the Mesa community, Bistro 13 will 
always offer free coffee and other drinks to anyone who works in public safety, such as the police or fire 
department, Downey said.
 
Bistro 13 is part of EVIT’s top-ranked culinary arts program. EVIT students posted the highest scores of all East 
Valley culinary arts programs on the most recent state assessment. And, EVIT’s Culinary Arts and Commercial 
Baking and Pastry Arts programs are the only high school culinary and baking programs in Arizona accredited 
by the American Culinary Federation Education Foundation. 
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in pictures • we are evit

veterinary assistant
animalslove east campus

EVIT’s Vet Assistant class had a few visitors this month! Dogs, a snake and a sugar glider, oh my!
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Contribute to student programs and activities 
at the East Valley Institute of Technology and 
receive a dollar-for-dollar tax credit.

Help guarantee that students are able to 
experience all that EVIT has to offer as they 
prepare for college and/or a career.

DonaDonate securely online through PayPal  or 
download the Tax Credit Response Form by 
visiting  www.evit.com/donations.

The allowable tax credit limits are $200 for a 
single individual or head of household or $400 
for a married couple filing a joint return.

ArizonaArizona tax law (ARS §43-1089.01) allows 
taxpayers a tax credit if they contribute to 
extracurricular activities in public schools.  This 
tax credit is available to all Arizona individual 
taxpayers regardless of whether they have 
children in school.

www.evit.com/donations
GIVE TODAY!

in pictures • we are evitwhere iseinstein?

On Wednesdays, we are going to post Einstein in different places around the EVIT campuses and the East 
Valley community. To find out where Einstein is, you’ll have to follow EVIT on Tumblr at 
http://evitnews.tumblr.com/. Check it out & follow today!
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Multimedia restructures into program with 3 majors
Austin Young, an honors student at Desert Ridge High School in Gilbert Public Schools, plans to attend 
Northern Arizona University or Arizona State University and become a graphic designer.  But he’s already 
getting a jump on developing design skills and a professional work ethic through the Multimedia Technologies 
program at the East Valley Institute of Technology.

“I came to EVIT to get a more advanced education,” 
said Young, 17. “At EVIT, we get to work with the 
latest technology and we get more time to work on 
graphic design.”

Like other students at EVIT, a career and technical 
school offering over 30 occupational training 
programs, Young spends a half day at his high school 
and a half day at EVIT. Multimedia Technologies is 
a two-year program with first-year students taking 
Introduction to Multimedia Technologies. Then in 
their second year, they choose a specialty course – 
Graphic Design, Photography or Web Design.

One of the program’s strengths is that it exposes students to professional work as they contract with 
businesses to develop advertising and marketing materials and campaigns.

“We have students who want to be photographers, graphic designers or web designers,” said instructor Eric 
Perez. “They focus on those areas to build not only entry level skills, but also entrepreneurship skills.”

The multimedia program is based on a skill achievement system using lanyards in different colors, similar to the 
belt ranking system in martial arts.

First-year students earn their white lanyard based on knowledge, a yellow lanyard for helping other students 
and meeting deadlines, an orange lanyard when they’re ready to assist a multimedia marketing team as a 
support professional, and finally, a blue lanyard when they’re ready to be a team member, take direction, 
mentor others, and demonstrate leadership. Second-year students earn a green lanyard to indicate they take 
direction well and are ready to run a team, and a red lanyard when they’re ready to run teams and work with a 
client from conceptualization of an idea to delegating artwork to first-year students. Second-year students earn 
the highest level – a black lanyard – when they are ready for internships and employment.

Through it all, they work with real life clients, such as Barbara Greenberg, executive director of Kids Who Care, 
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit group that assists schools in developing service-learning projects for students.  Greenberg 
said she has been very impressed with the poster and T-shirt designs and public service announcements the 
multimedia students have created for her organization.

“They are so sophisticated and poised and professional,” Greenberg said. “They are beyond their age in terms 
of what they know about computers, graphics and marketing.”

Multimedia Technologies has a 98 percent success rate in placing students in jobs, college or the military.
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New program at East prepares students for engineering college major
The East Valley Institute of Technology has partnered with Intel, Southern Methodist University and Arizona 
State University Polytechnic to offer a unique course to prepare high school students for success in a four-year 
college engineering program.

EVIT’s Future Engineers program is based on a rigorous, high-tech curriculum developed by SMU in Texas and is 
offered at EVIT’s East Campus, 6625 S. Power Road in Mesa. 

It’s an example of how career and technical education has evolved beyond industrial trades to include college 
prep, and why EVIT has been called “the new model for career and technical education,” said Superintendent 
Sally Downey.

Future Engineers and its SMU Infinity Project curriculum challenges 
students in science, technology, engineering and math (STEM) as a 
step toward college and an engineering career. 

“This stellar program is all about STEM,” Downey said. “We take 
pride in being the first Arizona school to offer this engineering 
program.”

EVIT’s program was developed in part by retired Intel engineer Kevin 
Kurtz through the Experience Matters Encore Fellows program. 
Intel partners with Experience Matters to place retiring engineers in 
organizations in the community where they can share their passion and expertise. 

Up to 50 percent of the course time is dedicated to hands-on engineering projects and experiments, to 
eventually include class work in labs at ASU Polytechnic, located adjacent to the East Campus. Assistant 
Principal Craig Pearson said EVIT is working on endorsements that will make college credit available too.

Downey said the program’s goal is to encourage more students to become engineering majors at ASU or a 
university of their choice, and then hopefully go on to become engineers at Intel.

“It’s designed to help Intel home-grow its workforce,” she said.

Kurtz said the one-year program stresses all areas of engineering and especially appeals to students who enjoy 
figuring out how things work and how to put things together. The students explore thermodynamics, robotics, 
electricity, chemistry, solar power, biomechanics, environmental engineering and much more.

According to the Infinity Project website, the “Engineering Design” portion of the curriculum includes four 
modules – electrical, mechanical, biomedical and environmental engineering – and teaches students to build a 
robotic rover, prosthetic implant and more. In the “Math for Innovators” part of the curriculum, students learn 
how to apply math to engineering problems such as those involving physics of machines and electricity, to 
name a few.

Students in Future Engineers may also get the opportunity assist with The Great Globe project, which has been 
housed at EVIT’s Main Campus, where scientist Bryan Beaulieu is leading a team of engineers and children 
from across the United States in building a 42-story replica of the Earth as an educational tourist attraction.



16 | we are evit • september 2014

EVIT News in Brief
CULINARY ARTS AND COMMERCIAL BAKING

Did you know that EVIT’s 
Culinary Arts program 
and Commercial Baking 
and Pastry Arts program 
are the only high school 
culinary/baking programs 
in Arizona accredited by 
the American Culinary 
Federation Education 

Foundation. This ensures that EVIT’s programs meet 
national standards and provides the opportunity for 
EVIT culinary/baking students to test for national 
certification as a Certified Junior Culinarian or 
Secondary Culinary Graduate. There are high school 
culinary programs all over the East Valley, but none 
except EVIT’s programs provide this level of high 
quality, accredited training.

AUTOMOTIVE 
TECHNOLOGIES  
Automotive instructor 
Randy Baker has been 
recognized as one of 
the top automotive 
instructors in the nation 
by ASE Industry Education 
Alliance. Not only is this 
a great honor for Randy, but also further proof of 
the quality education our Automotive students are 
receiving at EVIT. Congratulations, Randy!

STATE ASSESSMENTS
Congratulations to EVIT’s Culinary Arts, Pharmacy 
Technician and Precision Machining Technologies 
programs and EVIT’s Construction program at Apache 
Junction High School for having the highest scores on 
the state’s spring 2014 CTE assessments. Six other 
programs in EVIT’s satellites also had the top scores 
on their assessments:  Perry High School (Chandler 
School District), Entertainment Marketing and Fashion 
Design & Merchandising; Mountain View High School 
(Mesa Public Schools), Cabinetmaking;  Fountain Hills 
High School (Fountain Hills School District), Hospitality 
Management; Desert Mountain High School 
(Scottsdale School District), Financial Services; and 
Highland High School (Gilbert Public Schools), Animal 
Systems. 

PERFECT ATTENDANCE 
The prize for this year’s 
Perfect Attendance 
competition has 
arrived:  a silver 2001 
Chevrolet Cavalier 
donated by Thorobred 
Chevrolet.  In May, 
students with perfect 
attendance will take part in a drawing to determine 
the finalists who get a chance to win the car.  Then 
during a special assembly, each finalist will try his 
or her key in the ignition – and the one that starts 
the car, wins the car! Thank you, Steve Marley and 
Thorobred Chevrolet!

PLACEMENT STATS
EVIT’s placement rate – the percentage of students 
placed in jobs, college or the military – has gone up! 
Last year’s rate was 84 percent, and this year’s is 86 
percent, according to the most recent data EVIT has 
sent to the Arizona Department of Education. 

AVIATION

While most students were on vacation or enjoying 
their summer break, second-year Aviation student 
Kevin Logue was going through the University of 
North Dakota to earn his private pilot’s license. 
Recently, Kevin completed his checkride and is now 
a licensed private pilot. He is well on his way to 
fulfilling his dream of becoming a commercial pilot. 
Kevin attends Perry High School in the Chandler 
Unified School District.

EVIT SCHOOL OF HEALTH SCIENCES
From 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Sept. 30, the School of Health 
Sciences will host its annual blood drive on the Dr. A. 
Keith Crandell (Main) Campus. For more information 
and for students to get a permission slip, visit the 
information desk in Building 1 or Building 14. 



we are evit • september 2014  |  17 

EVIT News in Brief continued 
 
THE PULSE 
You can now download the 
latest version of the Teen 
Pulse Radio/ Pulseradio.fm 
app at http://apps.pulseradio.
fm/. Upgrades include being 
able to make requests and 
getting a notification when the 
song will play on-air. 

FIESTA BOWL PARADE
Dr. D and EVIT love a parade, so look for EVIT to have 
another float in the Fiesta Bowl Parade on Dec. 27.  
Last year’s float, which was designed by EVIT faculty, 
won the Queen’s Court award. This year, we are having 
a design contest for students – and the winning entry 
will be used as the float design.

TRIP REDUCTION PROGRAM

In a partnership with Valley Metro, the EVIT Trip 
Reduction Program is designed to reduce single 
occupant vehicle (SOV) trips to the work site.If you 
carpool, vanpool, walk, bike or ride the bus to school 
you are considered an Alternate Mode User (AMU), 
and you can register to win quarterly prizes val-ued at 
$25.

For more information, or to sign up as an alternative 
mode user, contact Liz Bortkun at 480-461-4160 
or e-mail lbortkun@evit.com. You can find more 
information about carpooling at 
www.sharetheride.com or bus route information at 
www.valleymetro.com.

September Birthdays
5 Robert Null 23 John Dunbar
7 Teri Mosier 25 John Underwood,  

Missy Valenzuela
8 Pauline Acosta 27 Becky Devine, 

Sherry Rea
15 Barbara Spielbusch 28 Liz Bortkun
17 Robert Hewitt 29 Bill Olney
22 Karen Perna

October Birthdays
2 Terry Baugher 13 Brenda Fenwick
3 Sharon Black, 

Jose Julio Reyes
20 Rusty Bowers, 

Patrick Jervis
6 Maggie Fleming 24 Roberto Decarvalho
9 Kelley Grantham 25 Brittany Johnson, 

Anthony Toscano, 
Amanda 
Ziemendorf

11 Rick Shearer 29 Robert Phillips

Follow EVIT  on Instagram
We just hit 800 followers on Instagram! 
You can follow on Instagram at: 
instagram.com/evitnews.
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For more info
Call 480-461-4153 or mvalenzuela@evit.com

Saturday, October 25, 2014
• 8-11 a.m.

A FREE CLASS
For current freshmen, sophomores & juniors!

REGISTER TODAY! SPACE IS LIMITED!

3D Animation
Automotive
Collision Repair
Information Technology and 
 Engineering Careers (iTEC)
Cosmetology 
Fire Science
Law Enforcement
Massage
Precision Manufacturing Technology
Radio/Audio Production

School of Health Sciences
 Emergency Medical Technician
 Human Anatomy and Physiology
 Massage Therapy
 Medical Assistant
 Nursing Assistant
 Pharmacy Technician
 Physical Therapy Technician
Video Productions

BOOT CAMP


